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the Bombay Government have been invited to consider the
extent to which they will participate. Progress was also
made with the drainage schemes in the Baroda city and
Navsan and Bhadran towns.

To deal with the work that has arisen' on account of
the construction of an aerodrome near Harm and the project
for a few more in different parts of the State, a new depart-
ment called the Civil Aviation department was opened and
placed under the Chief Engineer as Director of Civil Aviation.

14.    The construction of the Prachi Road - Kodinar rail*

way   made satisfactory progress.   The
Railways,                jme Js expected to be opened for traffic

in January 1938. It is proposed to investigate the prospects
of a railway line from Khahpur to Radhanpur. The extension
of the railway line from Kodinar to Velan has been surveyed.
The aggregate earnings of the railway system were 3-35 per
cent of the total capital outlay of Rs. 545 lakhs as against 3-4
per cent in the preceding year. The decline is in a large
measure due to motor bus competition and the adverse sea*
sonal conditions in the Mehsana district,

15.   The automatic telephone system worked satisfactorily.

The number of private  subscribers in-
Telephones.              creased as also the number of calls. The

net earnings came to 6-32 per cent on the capital investment.
To provide Navsan and Kalol with trunk call facilities,
arrangements have been made with the Post and Telegraph
department for junction lines between Surat and Navsan and
Ahmedabad and Kalol.

16.    The city supply undertaking continued to show a

steady increase in the earnings.   The
Electrification,          surplus represents a net profit of   10-94

per cent on the capital cost. There has been a rise in the
number of consumers.

To popularise electrical energy as motive power for
agricultural operations, rates were reduced.

The Petlad electrification scheme was taken in hand.
The power house is intended to supply energy to private con-
sumers and serve the water-works at Petlad and also the
agricultural areas in the vicinity.
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